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A UM athlete reaches new heights.
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
During 14 years as president of The University of 
Montana, I have found it necessary to manage 
a challenging transition in the financial support 
of the institution and its programs. In 1990, 
something like 65 percent of the total budget 
came from the state, whereas only about 12 
percent comes from that source in 2004. 
Diversification of revenue to assure self- 
sufficiency became absolutely essential, and 
private philanthropy made a huge difference. In 
addition, 10 years ago the Regents created the 
four-campus University, granting a new charter
for UM to serve the people of the state. Much 
of the progress and success over the intervening 
years has come as a result of philanthropy —  
private giving that supports the University. To cite 
a prime example, the School of Pharmacy and 
Allied Health Sciences not only survived the 
threat to its continued existence 16 years ago, 
but launched a remarkable transformation due in 
large part to the generosity of private donors. 
Now the school ranks seventh in research 
funding among all pharmacy schools in the 
country, with its graduates prized around the
globe. Each of the feature articles in this report 
highlights the accomplishments of people or 
organizations made possible in large part 
through private philanthropy. Any president 
serving a University blessed with such deep 
and generous support will trumpet the positive 
effects in the annual report.
George M. Dennison
President, The University of Montana
UM students hike the M trail, with a 
view of campus and the Missoula Valley.
A UNI VERSI TY
thrives with strong leadership, dynamic 
professors, innovative researchers and 
committed students who are passionate 
and dedicated to accomplishing their goals 
and ideals. Following are profiles of people 
who exemplify leadership, scholarship, 
teaching, research and service. Each, in his 
or her own way, helps make the University 





G E O R G E  | D E N N I S 0 N I
G E O R G E  D E N N I S O N  C A N  BE
spotted occasionally without a necktie: in the 
pre-dawn light, loping down Russell Street at a 
seven-minute-mile clip, wearing gray sweats, 
his black cap pulled low. But most of Dennison's 
waking hours are spent in dark suits and 
spit-polished shoes as he single-mindedly 
immerses himself in the job of UM president.
It's necessary, Dennison says, of the 
public persona he inhabits nearly 24 hours each 
day. And Dennison does what's necessary.
Since April 25, Dennison has held his job
longer than any president in UM  history, 
out-distancing the tenure of Charles Clapp, 
who served during 1921-35.
Remembering the hurdles that he faced 
when he assumed UM's presidency in 1990, 
Dennison says he expected challenges in 
development of research and academic programs, 
but he didn't think he'd have to deal with  
infrastructure. But he did, thus earning the 
reputation for having an "edifice complex." 
Under his leadership, the University launched 
an extraordinary building boom, but improving
UM facilities didn't divert the president from 
other goals.
During Dennison's tenure, research grants 
have increased nearly tenfold, from $7 million 
in 1990 to $65 million this year. In addition, he 
has been an unwavering and outspoken 
champion of diversity on campus, encouraging 
and increasing minority student enrollment.
Civic engagement is another of Dennison's 
causes, not only for the services that students 
perform but because, in the process, they're  
molded into better citizens.
G A R O N  S M I T H
A L I T T L E  D O S E  OF  M A G I C  [ 
makes UM 's Garon Smith an outstanding 
chemistry professor and researcher. In fact, 
Smith has an alter ego, G. Wiz, which stands for 
"Garon the Wizard." This conjurer —  dressed in 
lordly gray robes and a pointy hat —  is never far 
from Smith's heart. G. Wiz appears almost daily 
before Smith's 650 University chemistry students, 
and he volunteers in elementary classrooms 
across Montana. His mission: make learning 
science fun.
Smith admits most students call him G. Wiz 
instead of professor, and his alter ego has made
him one of UM's most popular teachers. In 2004 
students named him UM's Most Inspirational 
Teacher, and he won a national award for Innovative 
Excellence in Teaching, Learning and Technology.
His chemistry students are forestry, wildlife 
biology and health-care majors. "I want to train 
them to take care of the trees and wildlife I love 
in Montana," he says. "I also want them to take 
care of me and my family."
Has he had an impact? Smith says when 
he had surgery in 1999, eight of those who 
treated him were former students. He also 
picks research projects that directly affect
people's lives, such as monitoring and cleaning 
Missoula's air, and developing less-toxic fuels 
like biodiesel.
Sound like magic? The real wizardry takes 
place in the classroom, where this master 
teacher uses chemistry to make solutions 
freeze by snapping his fingers or change color 
when he rubs the bottom of a flask. And G.
Wiz regularly appears in Smith's elaborate 
PowerPoint presentations to explain terms such 
as chemical bonding and Brownian motion.
"I think the fun stuff lets the students relax 





J A K K I  M O H R
D Y N A M I C ,  I N N O V A T I V E ,  
inspiring ... It's not often that one can use 
the sam e three words to describe both the  
professor and the subject she teaches, but 
that's  the case w ith  U M  Professor Jakki 
Mohr, w ho specializes in the marketing of 
high-technology products. She brings her 
expertise into the classroom and imbues it 
w ith  her special blend of vitality, creativity 
and high expectations, both for her students 
and herself.
"I think rigor is one of the things that 
makes a really good teacher —  to have high 
expectations of your students," she says. "But 
you can't do it in a w ay that makes success seem 
unattainable, so I try to provide a really 
respectful and em pathetic  environm ent, and 
I always try to have fun in my classes."
And her philosophy seem s to serve her well. 
During her tenure a t U M , she has been named 
M ost Inspirational Teacher and Distinguished 
Scholar of the Year. In addition, M ohr w as a
Provost's Distinguished Faculty Lecturer in 
2003 and w as recognized by M BA students 
for outstanding teaching in M ay 2004.
For her part, Mohr credits her students and 
colleagues with helping her to keep her edge, I  
both in and out of the classroom.
"I feel like I'm in the prime of my career 
both in the high-tech arena and as an academic 
scholar," she says. "To be on campus, in this 
energizing, intellectual community, you have to 
constantly be up-to-date. I thrive on it."

F O R  L A U R E N  C A L D W E L L  
it was love at first sight when she stopped in 
Missoula on her way home to Indiana after a high 
school backpacking trip in the Canadian Rockies. 
She doesn't know whether it was her lifelong 
love of bears or her dedication to preserving the 
natural environment that she experienced on that 
trip that made her want to attend UM. "I didn't 
look anywhere else for college —  The University
of Montana was the only place I applied/' she says. 
"And from the beginning, the faculty here have made 
me feel prized ... exceptional."
Caldwell's academic performance, as well 
as her social commitment, are exceptional —  
and she recently earned tw o  of the nation's 
most prestigious scholarships —  the Truman and 
the Udall.
Caldwell, who majors in biology, also is
interested in ecology and environmental policy 
and plans to attend law school after a summer 
internship in Washington, D.C., and a stint in 
the Peace Corps.
"I'm not driven by grades or recognition," 
she says. "I want to be really good at the things 
I care about, and I want to be able to make 
important change in the world. I know that the only 








T W E N T Y - F I V E  T H O U S A N D  
pounds of tomatoes, carrots, lettuce and other 
fresh, locally grown produce.
That's how much food has been delivered, 
on average, to the Missoula Food Bank each 
of the past seven years through Harvesting 
Community, a partnership of U M 's Program in 
Ecological Science and Garden City Harvest, 
a local nonprofit organization.
The PEAS/GCH collaboration w as  
recognized with the prestigious 2004 Jimmy 
and Rosalynn Carter Partnership Award for
Campus Community Collaboration. The 
$10,000 award will support further growth of 
the program, which supplies vegetables to  
not only the Missoula Food Bank, but also 
several other organizations serving low - 
incom e and homeless Montanans.
A t UM , more than 600 undergraduate and 
graduate students have received a valuable 
service-learning education since the creation 
of PEAS in 1997. Under the direction of the 
Environmental Studies Program's Neva 
Hassanein, assistant professor, and Josh
Slotnick, adjunct faculty member, PEAS 
combines traditional academics with hands-on 
work at a 6.5-acre farm two miles from campus in the1 
Rattlesnake Valley. From managing the greenhouse in 
February to harvesting pumpkins in October, students 
learn about ecologically conscious farming methods, i 
food's role in connecting people and place, 
and meeting very real production deadlines.
The Carter Partnership Award is hosted in 
Montana by Montana Campus Compact, a 











The University of Montana and its 
students, faculty and staff excel in 
Big Sky Country and beyond. From 
scholarship and journalism competitions 
to coaching careers and college 
mascots, UM carved a name for itself in 
record books and national rankings this 
year. Following are highlights of 2004.
Forbes magazine heralded UM as one of 
the Top 10 “IQ Campuses” in the nation. 
The magazine praised UM and Missoula for 
quality of life characteristics and the mix of 
intellectuals, international students and 
immigrants. The list was adapted from a 
new book, “Life 2.0: How People Across 
America Are Transforming Their Lives by 
Finding the Where of Their Happiness” by 
Richard Karlgaard.
UM ranked 10th nationally among medium-sized institutions 
on the Peace Corps’ 2004 list of “Top Producing Colleges 
and Universities.” With 35 alumni volunteers in the Peace 
Corps, UM was ranked among colleges with undergraduate 
enrollments between 5,001 and 15,000. The ranking placed 
UM ahead of institutions such as Notre Dame, Yale and 
Harvard. At left, UM Peace Corps volunteers Tammy 
Mildenstein and Sam Stier help an exotic bat while on 
assignment in the Philippines.
ROTC cadets (below) gave their personal best to secure the 
No. 9 slot on the U.S. Army’s list of the top programs 
in the nation. The rankings are based on cadet performance 
and how well each school meets its mission, as well as how 
student performance stacks up against counterparts at other 
colleges in the nation. Students also are judged on academics 
and their performances at National Advanced Leadership 
Camp, which they attend during the summer.
UM is one of the nation’s top institutions 
for undergraduate education, a great buy and 
an excellent place to become a good citizen, 
according to three new books by The Princeton 
Review. UM is profiled in the 2005 edition of “The 
Nation’s Best 357 Colleges,” included among the 
77 schools in the 2004 edition of “America’s Best 
Value Colleges” and featured among 81 schools 
in the upcoming “Colleges With a Conscience: 
An Engaged Student’s Guide to College.”
Sports Illustrated On Campus acknowledged what 24,000 
Griz fans already knew— Washington-Grizzly Stadium (above) 
is one great place to watch football. The magazine that covers 
college sports and collegiate lifestyles named Montana No. 25 
on its top 25 list of the best college sports towns in the nation. 
UM was the only l-AA university to make the cut. The maga­
zine noted UM’s tailgate area along the Clark Fork River as 
“the site of ‘A River Runs Through It.'”
CosmoGIRL! named UM one of the 50 best places 
for young women to go to college. The magazine 
surveyed colleges and universities in the United States 
to come up with its list of institutions that provide an 
environment that “gives girls the best chance of 
success in school and after graduation.” CosmoGIRL! 
based its ranking on criteria that included small class 
size, prominent female faculty members, strong 
women’s sports and recreation programs (right), and a 
career center that facilitates internship opportunities.
Regional high school students answered tough questions dur­
ing UM’s Brain Busters (left), a televised academic bowl. 
Billings Skyview High School students won the game’s 
first-ever state championship, earning $30,000 in 
scholarships that team members can use at any UM 
campus. Bozeman High School’s second-place team 
won $24,000 in scholarships. Sixty-four teams from 
Montana and northern Wyoming competed during 
Saturday contests held in Billings and Missoula. UM 
sponsors the bowl to attract the best and brightest students.
Campus is home each fall to the Missoula 
Heart Walk (left), and hundreds of participants 
enjoy the scenic route that crosses the Oval 
and weaves between century-old buildings. 
The two-mile trek gets their hearts pumping 
for a good cause —  education and research 
for heart disease and stroke. It also raises 
awareness about such studies being 
conducted by faculty and students in UM 
labs. This year big-hearted walkers raised 
$115,000, with about $17,000 coming 
from 17 UM employee teams.
Hundreds of special athletes (right) stepped 
back in time to discover the Lewis and Clark 
experience during the 2004 Olympic Village, held 
in conjunction with the Special Olympics State 
Summer Games. For the second year, UM hosted 
the village as an entertainment center for athletes 
and their coaches and families to relax and 
recreate. Visitors learned about the famous 
explorers through interaction with Lewis and 
Clark reenactors and hands-on activities.
A Missoula family moved into a brand-new home, thanks to 
UM students and employees who worked on the first-ever 
“Griz Built” house (above) through Habitat for Humanity. But 
the work didn’t stop there. Through UM’s Office for Civic 
Engagement, 1,064 students provided 24,677 hours of 
community service to organizations that included Missoula 
County Public Schools, Missoula Community Gardens and 
Village Health Care Center. In addition, faculty members from 
varied disciplines integrated service learning into 42 classes.
The fourth annual Easter Eggstravaganza was a smashing success with almost 2,000 
Missoula youngsters scrambling for prize-filled eggs on the Oval. Ranked by USA Today as 
the No. 3 egg hunt in the nation, the event offers hundreds of pounds of candy and prizes. 
Hunters who found special maroon, silver and gold eggs were rewarded with top Grizzly logo 
prizes. Grizzly athletes, Monte and the Easter Bunny helped kids fill their baskets with goodies.
UM's all-time leading scorer and rebounder returned to his alma 
mater as head men's basketball coach. Larry Krystkowiak (far left), 
known to fans simply as "Krysko," and former teammate and 
assistant coach Wayne Tinkle (left) measure up to be two of the 
tallest college basketball coaches around, at 619" and 6110." 
Krysko was head coach of the Continental Basketball 
Association's Idaho Stampede last year, after assistant jobs at 
Montana and Old Dominion. As the 28th draft pick in 1987,
Krysko played 10 years in the NBA.
The most successful head football coach in UM history returned to 
campus after an eight-year absence, this time to lead the athletic 
department. Don Read (above), who led the Montana Grizzlies to their 
first-ever l-AA national championship in 1995, was named athletic director. 
President George Dennison coaxed Read out of retirement to oversee all 
Grizzly sports. Read coached the Grizzlies during 1986-96, amassing a 
career record of 85-36 and a Big Sky Conference mark of 54-22.
Grizzly bears crept up all over town as the Grizzly Scholarship Association 
launched Grizzly Prowl, an effort to raise money for UM student-athletes. 
Artists —  including two UM students —  painted the life-size, Fiberglas 
bears that were auctioned off to local businesses.
For the third year running, beloved Grizzly 
mascot Monte (left) has been named to the 
12-member Capital One All-America Mascot 
Team. Monte became the first Capital One 
National Mascot of the Year in January 2003. 
Also, Barry Anderson, the man who played 
the bear for three years, turned pro with the 
NBAs Chicago Bulls. Now he is that team's 
first full-time mascot, charged with making 
Benny the Bull act more like Monte the bear.
A T W E f t C *
Women's head basketball coach 
Robin Selvig joined an elite club in March 
when he reached 600 career wins faster 
than all but five coaches in NCAA Division 
I history. The 26-year veteran of UM 
athletics finished the regular season with a 
record of 600-172. Only 12 active Division I 
women's basketball coaches have reached 
600 career wins, and only 57 coaches in 
NCAA history have made the mark.
Anthropology Assistant Professor Kelly Dixon stepped 
back in time and into the national media spotlight when 
she and colleagues unearthed a fire hearth at a campsite 
used by the ill-fated Donner Party. Analyzing charred bones 
and other artifacts — from buttons (below) to condiment 
and pharmaceutical bottles — Dixon and other researchers 
plan to examine how Donner family members adapted 
to desperate situations, as well as provide a more 
humanistic interpretation of a story that has been 
overshadowed by cannibalism.
Marmot research in Washington state's Olympic 
National Park has earned UM's Sue Griffin a $78,000 
scholarship to continue her work. A doctoral student in 
forestry and conservation, Griffin was one of only eight 
students nationwide to win the award sponsored by 
Canon U.S.A. Inc., the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and the U.S. National Park 
Service. Griffin studies the marmota Olympus, an endem­
ic species found only in high-elevation meadows along 
the Olympic Peninsula.
The School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences 
ranks seventh nationally out of 94 institutions for 
attracting biomedical research grants. Last year the 
school brought in $11 million in external funding, more 
than any other campus entity. As a result, the school 
has outgrown the Skaggs Building, constructed just 
four years ago. Federal grants and private donations 
have paved the way to build the Biomedical Research 
Facility and Science Learning Complex, a 59,000- 
square-foot addition.
Researchers brought in more than $65 million in 
external grants and contracts for another record­
setting year in 2004. Top awards were posted in 
the schools of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences 
(left) and Forestry and Conservation, as well as the 
Division of Educational Research and Service. More 
lab space has been added to keep up with surging 
research efforts. Meanwhile, President George 
Dennison has challenged faculty to push the 2005 
grant total to $70 million.
From outdoor enthusiasts to wheat farmers, weather plays a crucial role in 
everyone's life. But Big Sky Country was one of only three states without a 
climatology office until UM stepped forward to start the Montana Climate 
Center (right). Operated by the College of Forestry and Conservation —  
specifically the Numerical Terradynamic Simulation Group, which designs 
software for NASA environmental satellites —  the center provides a gateway 
to an array of information, including current satellite snapshots of Montana skies.
Dave Forbes, dean of the UM School of Pharmacy and 
Allied Health Sciences, was invited to testify about 
financing higher education during a U.S. Senate Finance 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in July. Forbes highlighted 
how UM and the school he leads have benefited from
federal support, allowing programs to expand and 
providing greater access to students. The hearing 
was titled "The Role of Higher Education Financing in 
Strengthening U.S. Competitiveness in a Global Economy."
R E S E A R C H  ■
For the sixth consecutive year, the School of Journalism has 
placed near the top of the Hearst Journalism Awards Program, 
a year-long competition comprising 12 separate contests. UM 
placed 10th overall among journalism schools nationwide and 
eighth in broadcast news. Soon these journalism students will 
be able to learn in a state-of-the-art facility. The J-School broke 
ground last spring (above) for Don Anderson Hall, a new $12 
million building paid for with private donations.
When junior Lauren Caldwell was named a Truman Scholar 
in the spring, President George Dennison went to her class 
and gave her a dozen red roses. A few weeks later, she added 
a $5,000 Udall Scholarship to the $26,000 Truman honor. 
Also winning Udall Scholarships were juniors Sierra Howlett 
and Dawson Dunning. In addition, Dunning and Amanda Ng 
each received $7,500 Goldwater Scholarships. In the past 
six years, UM students have won 26 of these prestigious 
national awards.
Longtime liberal studies Professor Stewart 
Justman (left) won the PEN Award for the 
Art of the Essay, one of the writing world’s 
highest honors. His critically acclaimed 
book, “Seeds of Mortality: The Public and 
Private Worlds of Cancer,” delves into his 
own experiences as a cancer patient The 
PEN Award is presented annually to the 
best collection of essays by an American 
writer. Justman received the award during 
a ceremony in New York’s Lincoln Center.
Cameron Lawrence (below), a faculty member in the School of Business Administration, turned an 
award he won in a national C-SPAN essay contest into an educational experience for UM students. 
Lawrence’s prize as one of 25 winners in the cable network’s 25th anniversary essay contest was a 
campus visit by the giant C-SPAN School Bus, a traveling television studio and classroom. The visiting 
C-SPAN crew talked to several classes and featured UM in its weekly edition of “Washington Journal.”
Nearly four decades in the classroom haven’t dimmed 
Professor Harry Fritz's passion for teaching history. He’s won 
every UM teaching excellence award given by the administra­
tion and students, some twice. This year the Carnegie 
Foundation and the Council for Advancement and Support of 
Education named him the 2004 Montana Professor of the 
Year, an award that recognizes outstanding teaching at the 
undergraduate level. This is the fifth consecutive year a UM 
professor has won the honor.
A C l f l l E M I C S l
^jftudents play Frisbee on miff's
F I N A N C I A L S
Despite having to shoulder more of the 
burden of paying for college, students 
continue to attend The University of 
Montana in record numbers. Enrollment 
has registered a steady increase each 
year for more than a decade. Increased 
research funding, royalty income 
and private giving each year also 
demonstrate the University's strengths. U
M
Student Enrollm ent
The University achieved an all-tim e record enrollm ent of 13 ,558  
students in fall 20 04 . U M  posted an increase of 97 students from  
outside M o n ta n a , reversing a trend  of declining nonresident 
enrollments over the past several years. As a result, U M  exceeded its 
projected revenue by more than $352,000.
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In the Logo Business 
The burgeoning popularity of 
the M ontana Grizzlies logo has 
resulted in unprecedented sales 
this year. Fans who like to w ear their 
school spirit helped m ove M ontana to  
No. 4 4  on the list of the 50 top-selling 
universities that are members of the 
Atlanta-based Collegiate Licensing Co.
The ranking, w hich improved from  
No. 50, puts Montana ahead of BYU, 
Georgetown, Colorado State, Air Force, 
Army and South Florida. U M  receives a 
10 percent royalty on all logo products sold
i f l : i i i i s i i i
Improved Cost Efficiency  
Traditional billing methods for student tuition and 
fees are a thing of the past, replaced by an online 
billing system that will save the University about 
$50,000  a year. Business Services eliminated 
monthly paper bills sent through the mail and 
instead sends e-m ail statements to students' 
accounts. The new  system goes hand in 
hand w ith  another new  feature that allows  
students to pay their bills online using checks or 
credit cards.
Recovering From a D efic it 
President George Dennison implemented a plan 
to eliminate a nearly $1 million deficit in the 
athletics budget and prevent any reoccurrences 
of shortfalls. The state Board of Regents approved 
his plan to control expenditures and increase 
ticket prices, concessions, royalties, student 
fees and institutional funds. The additional fee 







Source of Current Revenues FY 2004 (Unaudited)
Tuition and Fees 
State Appropriation 
Federal Grants and Contracts 
State and Local Grants/Contracts 
Private Gifts 
Investment Income 
Sales and Service 













Expenditures and Mandatory Transfers FY 2004 (Unaudited)
Mandatory Transfers —  Additions (Deductions)
Principal and Interest 5/430,830
Other 2,117,339
Total M andatory Transfers 7,548,169
Total Expenditures, Adjustments and
Mandatory Transfers 220,309,920
O ther Transfers - Additions (Deductions)
Non-Mandatory Transfers (4,397,557)
Net Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance 1,372,691
Instruction 61,761,323 29%
Research 40,401,997 19%
Public Service 8,732,988 4%
Academic Support 17,308,453 8%
Student Services 14,859,652 7%
Institutional Support 10,840,771 5%
Operations and Maintenance of Plant 10,636,500 5%
Scholarships and Fellowships 24,006,845 11%
Auxiliary Enterprise Expenditures 24,213,222 11 %
Total 212,761,751
fe^nts m ale L »  of the stacks a! UMp tyl&sfield Library.
Executive Officers 
George M. Dennison, President 
Teresa Branch, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Robert Duringer, Vice President for Administration 
and Finance 
Daniel Dwyer, Vice President for Research 
and Development 
Bob Frazier, University Executive Vice President 
and Executive Assistant to the President 
Lois Muir, Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 
David Aronofsky, University Legal Counsel 
Laura Brehm, University of Montana 
Foundation President




Board of Regents 
Mike Foster, Vice Chair 
Kala French, Student Regent 
Lynn Morrison-Hamilton 





Judy Martz, Governor of Montana 
Linda McCulloch, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Sheila M. Stearns, Commissioner of Higher Education, 
Montana University System
This report was produced by 
University Relations editors Holly Fox, 
Paddy MacDonald, Rita Munzenrider, 
Cary Shimek and Patia Stephens, and 
photographer Todd Goodrich. Art 
direction was provided by Karen Slobod, 
UM graduate student in fine art, with 
production assistance from art major 
Bobby Broneak. Additional photography 
was provided by Steve Krutek, UM 
graduate student in photography, and 
Luke George, a journalism major.
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UM student photographer 
Luke George captured Montana's night sky 
illuminated by the aurora borealis.
